Ways to Get Your Child Ready to Read and Write
1. Try to read together every day

2. Remember that literacy includes reading, writing, listening, and speaking

3. Talk about daily events, your childhood, current events, an outing

4. Sing songs and recite poems and rhymes

5. Provide opportunities for self-expression with paints, pencils, pens, crayons, chalk

6. Provide an environment with plenty to explore

7. Turn off the television, cuddle together, and let your child choose what to read 

8. Draw connections to other books, movies, or personal experiences

9. Believe that even when it seems like your child isn't listening, there is still part of the experience that s/he assimilates

10. Listen attentively to your child's stories and respond with your thoughts or some questions

11. Point out signs, letters, numbers, words, labels, logos

12. Start a collection of favorite books at home

13. Visit libraries and bookstores to borrow or buy some books

14. Start reading to your child - the earlier, the better

15. Interact with your child and with the book 

16. Choose different types of texts (computers, newspapers, magazines, books, journals)

17. Label things around the house

18. Read the same books over and over again

19. Show your child how much you enjoy reading and writing

20. Read with expression - it helps to preread a book

21. Keep reading enjoyable 

22. Write messages, lists, letters, and stories together

23. Talk about how books work- with front covers, pictures, words 

24. Allow breaks from reading when the interest or desire is low

25. Increase your child's vocabulary by talking about the story, the illustrations, the author

26. Ask questions if you have concerns about your child's development

27. Visit www.reading.org and www.readingrockets.com for more ideas on how to help at home

28. Feel proud that everything you do for your child is helping to prepare your child to become a lifelong reader

